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The [Vice-] President’s 2 Cents [Penny] 
 

   As a true genealogy addict, I have been doing genealogical and historical research for over 30 

years.  It all started in 1980 when my father turned 65 and abruptly announced to the family that 

not only was he retiring, but that he and my Mom were selling the house and hitting the road in 

their travel trailer to tour the country.  None of us ever thought that he would retire, so this came 

as quite a shock.  Out of the blue, I received a phone call from them telling me that if there was 

any of my stuff in the house that I wanted, I needed to come home and identify it so it could be 

put into storage. 

   At the time I was a graduate student at Purdue University in Indiana.  I was a teaching assistant 

and had classes to teach on both Friday and Monday.  Since they lived in Connecticut, I had to 

fly home Friday night and be back to Indiana by 7:00 AM Monday to teach an Ecology lab. 

   I had never thought much about family history.  At the time I was very interested in 

photography.  As I went through the stuff in the house in Connecticut that I had accumulated 

over the years, and the items that my parents were saving (or throwing out), we came across the 

drawer full of old family photographs.  Some were from the 1800’s, and most had fortunately 

been identified.  As a photographer I thought it might be interesting to copy the photos and 

combine them into a photographic family tree. 

   My older brother David had done a high school senior project on family history.  I had just 

assumed that he had done what research was possible and had reached the end of the line on the 

project.  When I started trying to assemble the photos into a family tree I realized that there was a 

lot more that needed to be done. 

   Now, over three decades later, I have somewhat run out of resources to check relative to my 

own family history, with the exception of the occasional new resource that becomes available.  

But being thoroughly hooked on genealogical research I needed to look further than my own 

family for research to do.  I have been in the Reamstown area since 1990 - a relative newcomer 

in Reamstown terms.  But I have become very involved in researching Reamstown’s past.  The 

book project I started for the 250
th

 anniversary of Reamstown, looking at the history of the 

Reamstown area during the Civil War keeps expanding – I now have well over a thousand pages 

of material in the draft version.  The never ending story. 

   The fundamental problem in genealogical research is that everyone had two parents.  For every 

new person you add to your family tree, you now have two more blank spaces to fill.  It grows 

exponentially, and never ends.  As I research Reamstown history I keep finding more fascinating 

tidbits of interest that haven’t been previously reported.  Reamstown was and is a very 

interesting place, and continues to intrigue me.  Genealogy and history are very addictive. 
 

Ken McCrea, 1
st
 Vice President 

 

 



Upcoming Events: 
 

Lecture Series 

 
All lectures are free and open to the public.  They will be held in the Reamstown Community 

Center, 23 East Church St., Reamstown, PA.  The lectures all begin at 7:00 P.M.  If there is 

another topic you would like to see, let us know! 

 

Tuesday, January 21, 2014 

Lisa Von Saunder of Amishland Heirloom Seeds will discuss heirloom seeds obtained 

from local Amish and Mennonite families, that have been in use since the 1700’s. 
 

Tuesday, March 18, 2014 

Beth McCollom (a Ream descendant) will speak about Tobias Ream, the founder of 

Reamstown. 

 

Tuesday, May 20, 2014 

Pointers from Preservationists- Danielle Groshong-Keperling and her father, Chuck 

Groshong will present the dos and don'ts of upgrading historical properties. They will 

answer questions and make their book "Preservation Primer, Volume 1" available for 

sale. 

 

Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2014 

Janice Grove will present her collection of clothing and photographs from the 1850's 

through the 1880's.  Learn what was fashionable 150 years ago. 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2014 

Mike Emery shares his knowledge of tombstones, what the various symbols mean and 

how to take care of them. 

 

Tuesday, Jan 20, 2015 

Mike Good will present a brief history of Good's funeral Home and the different customs 

of caring for the deceased. This lecture will take place at Good's Funeral Home. 

 

Meeting Dates and Topics (Regular meetings are held on the 4
th

 Tuesday of 

each month, all at 7:00 P.M. in the Reamstown Community Center) 
 

Tuesday, December 17 (2
nd

 Tue.), 2013 – short meeting, food, bring your favorite Christmas 

dessert and recipe, Election of Officers 

 

Tuesday, January 28, 2014 – Occupations in Reamstown though out the years 

 

Tuesday, February 25, 2014 – Cigar making in Reamstown 

 

Tuesday, March 25, 2014 – Genealogy Research Consulting – Bring your “Brick-Wall” 

information and see if our “experts” can suggest the key to solving the mystery. 

 

Tuesday, April 22, 2014 – 1914 Reamstown Gossip – The talk around town a century ago… 

from the newspapers. 



Tuesday, May 27, 2014 – Houses! Bring a picture of your house and some information. When 

and who build your house. What changes did your house go through? Does it look like 

when it was built? Why or why not? 

 

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 – Summer picnic in the Reamstown Park 

 

Special Events 
 

Tuesday, December 31, 2013 

New Year’s Eve Celebration – barrel drop at midnight at Union Barrel Works. 

 

Heirloom Reamstown Family Recipes 
 

   Contributed by Gladys (Albright) Horvath, daughter of Rev. John A. Albright, who was the 

primary author of the 1960 Reamstown Bicentennial History.  More recipes in next issue… 

 

  
 

 

REAMSTOWN MEMORIES 

 

   My childhood memories of Reamstown began in 1943. Our family moved there in August, and 

although I was only three years old, this move was a major event in my young life, leading to 

some of my earliest and most vivid recollections. My father, John R. Albright, was the pastor of 

Salem Lutheran Church so we lived in the parsonage on top of Bunker Hill. Our neighbors were 

the Booses,  Lefevers, Goods, and Henlys; across the street were the Heffners and Wellington 



Leisey’s gas station. It was a small gas station where Wellie” also sold candy, cigarettes, and 

Cokes. 

   On certain days of the week a huckster came up Main Street selling vegetables from his wagon.  

A butcher truck came regularly, too. My brother, John, and I often got a sample from the 

Lebanon bologna scraps. My mother bought economical “cat meat,” leftover bits of beef that the 

butcher had previously cut and which she then cooked and fed to the cat. We had milk and bread 

delivered to our door, but other food came from Lesher’s Store or Good’s Store. My mother’s 

garden provided many vegetables, which she canned or pickled, and a grape arbor was a source 

of grapes for grape juice and raisins. We dried grapes, apples, and popcorn in the attic of the 

house. 

   Although I don’t remember much about World War II and blackouts, I do remember the end of 

the war in Europe.  Some ladies from the church (a Sunday School class or the Missionary 

Society) were meeting in our house that evening when the phone rang. Someone told my father 

to turn on the radio, as Germany had surrendered. A day or two later there was a special church 

service in the middle of the week; townspeople and all the children from the elementary school 

came into the church to give thanks for the end of the European war. There were not enough 

pews for everyone, so students were standing all around the edge of the sanctuary. I looked for 

my big brother who was probably in second or third grade at that time. 

   One other wartime memory was a visit from a sailor. Mrs. Walter Wolf and her daughter, 

Marlene, who was about my age, were visiting with us. While sitting in the kitchen we saw a 

sailor come to the door—Marlene’s big brother, Walter Wolf, Jr., who was home on leave from 

the Navy. It was his last visit home, as later his ship went down at Okinawa. 

   The old fire hall was the town social center. Wedding receptions, school programs, and parties 

took place there. At Christmas the town children attended a party sponsored by the firemen and 

Lions Club. Santa Claus arrived as we sang “Jingle Bells.” He gave each child an orange, small 

bag of clear-toy candy, and a toy. I still have a metal airplane and a car that were gifts in those 

years. (Does anyone still make clear-toy?) 

   Lesher’s Store also served as a community center at times. The Girl Scout troop, under the 

leadership of Josephine Stick, met in a corner on the second floor of the store. Groceries and 

clothing were sold on the first floor, furniture on the second.  Between activities at the Scout 

meetings sometimes misbehaving Scouts would run around the furniture and try out various easy 

chairs and sofas. 

   Communications were primitive by standards of today. We had a telephone at the parsonage, 

but most neighbors did not have one so we sometimes received calls for a neighbor. I would be 

sent to get the person to come take the call. A milestone for us was obtaining a semi-private line, 

which meant we shared the line with one other household but didn’t hear that ring. Previously, on 

the party line of eight households, we heard rings for three others in addition to our own. The 

U.S. Postal Service handled most communication. Before the post office moved to the Good’s 

Store building, it was located at the corner of Church and Main Streets. The entrance was on 

Church Street, opposite the bank. J.C. Reddig was the postmaster. For many years the mail came 

twice a day. 

   I first saw television at the home of Lausches, a few doors away on the other side of the street. 

About 1950, the neighborhood children all gathered with the Sweigart children at their house and 

sat on the floor to watch “Frontier Playhouse” at 6:00 in the evening. My brother and I were 

allowed to watch “The Lone Ranger” with Mr. and Mrs. Oran Boose next door every Thursday at 

7:30. If we didn’t have homework, we could stay and watch “Stop the Music” at 8:00.  



   I spent six years in the Reamstown Consolidated School. In spite of learning in classrooms 

with two separate grades in one room and the building’s lack of modern facilities, we had 

devoted teachers and received a good education in what would today be considered pioneer-like 

conditions. No running water in the building meant that the janitor, Clayton Grant, hauled large 

crocks of water from a certified well at a house on Church Street. With one of the older pupils as 

his helper, Mr. Grant carried water to each room and put it into the crock with spigot that sat over 

a trough. At the same time, he would empty the bucket under the trough where waste water went. 

Each of us had a tin cup to use for drinking. A bar of Lifeboy soap sat by the trough so we could 

wash our hands. (I remember the teacher requiring students who used “bad words” to wash their 

mouths out with soap!) Behind the school were two long outhouses, one for boys and one for 

girls. 

   Recycling at that time consisted of a man walking up Main Street calling out, “Rags, paper and 

rags.” He paid for paper and cloth to be recycled so my mother gave him accumulated 

newspapers, worn-out clothes, and scraps of material from her sewing projects. Steel cans were 

also collected. The town dump received everything else that people didn’t want. It was located 

along the “back alley” (which bordered the back yards of Main Street houses) about halfway 

between our house and the cemetery. 

   I remember when the Reamstown Memorial Park was dedicated. Anyone growing up in 

Reamstown has special memories of this place—carnivals, concerts, picnics, corn roasts, 

baseball games, playground, Easter egg hunts, and more. For the children in school, the park 

provided a wonderful place to go during recess and the one-hour lunch. 

   In 1951, the congregation built a new parsonage a few doors up the street. It was exciting to 

move into a new house. 

   Egg hunts provided special memories: the brown eggs, hard-boiled with onion skins; the 

bantam rooster my brother caught but had to give to the neighbors who had a chicken coop and 

yard; the white rabbit I chased and caught and kept in our barn until we moved to the new 

parsonage and had to give it up. Easter also meant candy making. As teenagers, we made 

cocoanut and peanut butter eggs as a fund raiser for the church youth group, Luther League. 

   For ten cents we could ride the bus to Ephrata and go swimming in the public swimming pool. 

The only alternative was swimming in the creek on the other side of old Route 222. We had to 

walk down Buohls’ gravel driveway and then cross the cow pastures, taking care not to step on 

cow “pancakes.” There were polio scares in the summer so sometimes we had to forego 

swimming in the creek. 

   Although I rarely get to Reamstown any more, the town still looks familiar. Most houses have 

been kept in good condition, some better than I remember. Gone are the horse chestnut trees that 

used to line much of Main Street. We would pick up horse chestnuts on the way to and from 

school. The prized ones were the Buckeyes from the tree in front of Dr. Lober’s house. It was the 

only Buckeye tree in town, and those horse chestnuts were different from the others. Much has 

changed since my family moved away in 1962, but I cherish the memories of growing up in 

Reamstown and will always remember the wonderful people who were my neighbors, playmates, 

and schoolmates. 

 

Gladys (Albright) Horvath 

Louisville, KY 

November 9, 2013 



From: Ephrata Review, January 10, 1890, page 3 

 

A YEAR'S RECORD OF DEATHS 

A List of Persons, Residing in this Section, Who Died During the Year 1889. 

[The list has been alphabetized.  Below are the names R through Z, 

concluding the list started in the previous newsletter.] 

Date of 

Death 

Name Residence Age at Death Place of Burial 

Apr 20 Razor, John of Reamstown aged 67 years Ream's Cemetery 

Jun 30  Ream, Susan of near Adamstown aged 40 years Muddy Creek 

May 7 Regar, Richard  of Adamstown aged 70 years Adamstown 

Cemetery 

Dec 12 Reichard, Addison, son 

of Andrew 

of Ephrata aged 2 yrs 6 

mo  

Bethany 

Oct 17 Reitz, Baltzer of Voganville aged 72 years Union, 

Voganville 

Mar 3 Rhoades, Mrs. Daniel of near Reamstown aged 83 years Groffsdale 

Jan 16 Rhodes, Mrs. Vogan of near Reamstown aged 86 years Grumbein's 

Jul 20 Rodger, Wm. of Terry Hill aged 75 years Evangelical, 

Terre Hill 

Mar 31 Root, William of near Schoeneck in his 68th 

year 

Schoeneck 

Dec 19 Royer, Christiana, wife 

of Isaac L. 

of 

Downingtown,Chester 

Co 

aged 43 years Lincoln Union 

Dec 1 Royer, Elsie, infant 

daughter of Lincoln 

Ephrata aged 9 

months 

Lincoln  Union 

Oct 26 Rupp, Henry of near Shobers Mill, 

Brecknock Township 

aged 75 years Muddy Creek 

Apr 18 Rupp, Samuel of Martindale aged 80 years Trinity Lutheran, 

Ephrata 

Oct 19 Ruth, Frank of Brickerville aged 53 years Reading 

Jul 18 Ruth, Maggie, daughter 

of John H 

of Ephrata aged 4 years Muddy Creek 

Oct 23 Scheaffer, John of Fairmont, West Earl 

Twp 

aged 73 years Groffsdale 

Feb 2 Schlabach, Mrs. Kate of Stevens aged 59 years Muddy Creek 

Church 

May 10 Schload, Mrs. James of near Akron aged 26 years Akron 

Evangelical 

Jan 1 Sensenig, Samuel of Martindale in his 43rd 

year 

Pikes Mennonite 

Meeting House 

May 1 Sheaffer, Ida S., 

daughter of Hanford 

of Ephrata in her 6th 

year 

Roland's 

Cemetery, Earl 

Township 



Date of 

Death 

Name Residence Age at Death Place of Burial 

Mar 1 Shiffer, Emma, 

daughter of D. B.  

Bowmansville aged 3 years Pine Grove, 

Bowmansville 

Apr 17 Shiffer, Minnie, 

daughter of Richard 

of Farmersville aged 1 year 

and 6 mos 

Center Church 

Jun 2 Shimp, Clara, daughter 

of Jacob 

of near Schoeneck aged 3 years Mellinger's 

Apr 25 Shirk, Mrs. Isaac of Farmersville aged 27 years Metzler's 

Meeting House 

Sep 28 Showalter, Mrs. Jacob near Schoeneck aged 24 years Mellinger's 

Jul 11 Slick, Israel of Akron aged 69 years Bethany 

Apr 28 Snyder, Edward of East Cocalico aged 71 years Muddy Creek 

Jun 25 Snyder, Mrs. Peter of Ephrata aged 34 years Bethany 

Nov 29 Spangler, Mattie, wife 

of Dawson 

of Ephrata aged 27 years 

21 days 

Bowman's, 

Ephrata 

Jan 21 Stauffer, Mary, 

daughter of Augustus 

of Martindale aged 11 years Weaverland 

Apr 9 Steely, infant son of 

John 

of near Schoeneck  Mellinger's 

Jan 3 Steffy, Miss Mary of Hinkletown in her 69th 

year 

Bergstrasse 

Jan 12 Steinmetz, Levi of near Lincoln aged 69 years Earlville 

Apr 22 Steinmetz, Mrs. Sarah 

E. 

of Lincoln aged 51 years Bowman's 

Mar 11 Stober, Ellen, daughter 

of Wm. 

of Schoeneck aged 1 years Mellinger's 

Mar 4 Stober, infant chile of 

Henry 

of Ephrata aged 5 

months 

Schoeneck 

Dec 7 Stober, William of near Ephrata aged 77 years Steinmetz's 

Jul 28 Stoll, Henry B., son of 

John 

of Akron Station aged 23 years Steinmetz's 

Apr 11 Stuber, Lizzie, daughter 

of Charles 

of Schoeneck aged 19 years Mellinger's 

Sep 28  Sweigart, George of near Reinhold's 

Station 

aged 82 years 

and 19 days 

Muddy Creek 

Jun 22 Sweigart, Mrs. 

Christian 

of Martindale aged 40 years Center Church 

Apr 12 Walter, Mrs. Reuben of Schoeneck aged 45 years Mellinger's 

Feb 4 Weaver, Abraham of East Earl Township aged 80 years Weaverland 

Jan 2 Weaver, Earl, son of 

Mrs. John L 

of Reamstown aged 6 years Reamstown 

Mar 25 Weaver, Mrs. Henry B. of near Rupp's Mill, 

East Earl Township 

aged 57 years Weaverland 

Aug 8 Wentz, Laviua, wife of 

George 

of near Reidenbach's 

Store 

aged 67 years Bergstrasse 

Dec 2 Wickel, Mrs. Julia of Upper Leacock 

Township 

aged 86 years Heller's Church 



Date of 

Death 

Name Residence Age at Death Place of Burial 

Mar 7 Wieland, Edwin I, son 

of Edwin 

of Clay Township aged 3 years Paradise U. B. 

Cemetery 

Jul 19 Wieland, Emma W., 

daughter of John 

of near Schoeneck in her 3rd 

year 

Swamp Church 

Mar 1 Wiest, Mrs. Jacob of Schoeneck 27 years Steinmetz's near 

Schoeneck 

Jul 31 Wilwerth, Rachel, wife 

of Wm. 

of Akron aged 29 years West Akron 

Cemetery 

Nov 7 Winters, Dr. Isaac D. of Goodville in his 61st 

year 

Weaverland 

Feb 26 Wissler, Ella, a 

daughter of Benjamin 

of Clay Township aged 25 years Hammer Creek 

Meeting House 

Jan 24 Witmer, Peter, son of 

Michael 

of Bowmansville aged 16 years Center Church 

Jan 1 Wolf, Samuel, Jr. of Newtown, Clay 

Township 

aged 21 years Paradise U. B. 

Cemetery 

Jan 8 Wolf, Susan Bessie, 

daughter of Ezra 

of Denver aged 3 years Mellinger's 

Jul 16 Zell, Miss Maggie of Reamstown aged about 25 

years 

 

 

We are always looking for lecture ideas, news, old photos, heirloom recipes, early 

documents, letters, deed or any items of interest that could be included in the Reamschteddel 

News or the collections of the Society.  We can photograph any items that you want to keep.  

Send your contribution to the Newsletter or tell us about them via email at:   News@RHS-M.org   

or call us at one of the phone numbers in the membership application on the next page. 

 

 

Clayton and Salanda (Lutz) Grant, July 14, 1951. 

Clayton (30 MAR 1867 – 2 MAY 1959) was a son of David & Mary (Kulp) Grant. 

Salanda (21 MAR 1864 – 10 AUG 1960) was a daughter of John & Eliza (Zell) Lutz. 

Photograph courtesy of Gladys Horvath. 
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Horse-drawn carriages in front of Lesher’s Store, 1954. 

Photograph courtesy of Gladys Horvath. 


